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Officer, Houston Pilots, who addressed the Pilot Board

(PB-2020-0922-02b)
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who addressed the Pilot Board

(PB-2020-0922-02c)

Chairman Campo introduced Niels Aalund, West Gulf Maritime
Association, who addressed the Pilot Board
Staff Reports

(PB-2020-0922-03a)

Chairman Campo recognized Captain Woodring, to provide a quick
update

(PB-2020-0922-03b)

Chairman Campo recognized Captain Gavis, to provide a quick
update
General

(PB-2020-0922-04)

Briefings and deliberations regarding Pilot Board Transition
Committee administrative matters

(PB-2020-0922-05)

Extension of the Amended Interlocal Agreement with the Port of
Houston Authority regarding the performance of certain
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Pilot Matters
(PB-2020-0922-06)

Renewal of Branch Pilot Commission in and for the Houston Ship
Channel and Galveston Bar: Captain Jeffery B. Locke

(PB-2020-0922-07)

Renewal of Branch Pilot Commission in and for the Houston Ship
Channel and Galveston Bar: Captain Rebekah R. Martin

(PB-2020-0922-08)

Renewal of Branch Pilot Commission in and for the Houston Ship
Channel and Galveston Bar: Captain Mark A. Peace

(PB-2020-0922-09)

Renewal of Branch Pilot Commission in and for the Houston Ship
Channel and Galveston Bar: Captain Jason T. Stancil
Adjourn Meeting

Board of Pilot Commissioners for Harris County Ports
Public Meeting

Houston, Texas
September 22, 2020

A public meeting of the Board of Pilot Commissioners for Harris County Ports (the
“Pilot Board”) was convened on September 22, 2020 at 2:05 p.m. at the offices of the
Houston Pilots, 203 Deerwood Glen Dr., Deer Park, Texas 77536, as well as virtually via
Zoom webinar. The following commissioners and others were present:
Ric Campo, Chairman (present virtually)
Michel Bechtel, Commissioner
Frances Castañeda Dyess, Commissioner (present virtually)
Roland Garcia, Commissioner
Brenda Hellyer, Commissioner (present virtually)
Capt. Reginald McKamie, Commissioner (present virtually)
Darrell Morrison, Commissioner
Bruce Oakley, Commissioner (present virtually)
Randy Wilson, Commissioner (present virtually)
Captain M. Tyler Gavis – Secretary and Compliance Coordinator (present virtually)
Erik Eriksson, General Counsel (present virtually)
Captain Marcus Woodring, Chairman, Pilot Board Investigation and
Recommendation Committee (PBIRC) and Application Recommendation
Committee (ARC) (present virtually)
Chairman Campo convened the meeting of the Pilot Board by welcoming everyone
in attendance and announced that he was glad that everyone could join the meeting. He
asked Mr. Eriksson to call the roll, following which Mr. Eriksson advised there was a
quorum.
(PB-2020-0922-01)

Minutes

Chairman Campo advised he would move to Item B on the agenda, “Approval of
Minutes, June 18, 2020 Public Meeting.” He explained the approval process, whereby he
would ask for a motion and would then ask for any negative votes; if there were none, the
item would pass. Chairman Campo then called for a motion to approve the minutes.
Commissioner Garcia moved for approval, seconded by Commissioner Bechtel.
As a result of a technical issue with the webinar, Chairman Campo was unable to
call for the vote. In Chairman Campo’s absence Commissioner McKamie proposed to take
a vote to appoint an acting chair to conduct the meeting, and if Chairman Campo were to
return, the meeting could continue as normal. Commissioner Hellyer called for a motion
to appoint Commissioner Garcia to run the meeting, seconded by Commissioner McKamie.
The motion was approved.
Commissioner Garcia continued with the meeting and noted Chairman Campo
called for a motion to approve the minutes from June 18, 2020, for which he had moved
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for approval and Commissioner Bechtel seconded. He asked if there were any comments,
discussion or negative votes; there were none. The minutes were approved as written.
Chairman Campo rejoined the meeting and apologized for the technical issues.
Commissioner Garcia advised that the minutes had been approved and noted he was
moving to Item C on the agenda, “Appearances-Captain Robert Thompson-Presiding
Officer, Houston Pilots and Public Comment.”
(PB-2020-0922-02)

Appearances

(a)
Chairman Campo asked Captain Thompson to proceed with his report on
the Houston Pilots. Captain Thompson advised he would provide an update for the whole
year, noting the first quarter was a record year. He reported that the Houston Pilots were
not down as much as anticipated due to COVID-19, noting a 2.6% decline in traffic. He
also reported that liquid pipe gas and the container business were up, but general cargo and
heavy oil were down.
Captain Thompson advised that the recent period of tropical storms had shut down
the Houston Pilots: the group was currently in Port Condition “Zulu,” which indicated no
traffic movement, adding that the pilots were still taking orders and preparing to resume
transits. Captain Thompson also noted that the Houston Pilots were using a helicopter to
assist with back-and-forth movements and that this had permitted the pilots to mobilize to
the docks and vessels in Galveston during the recent floods, and for the first time this year,
pilots had been hoisted on and off vessels.
Captain Thompson moved on to address organization of the new Pilot Board and
noted there had been significant struggle regarding funding. He advised that following
several discussions, the Houston Pilots made an offer to fund the new Pilot Board with
what he saw as a short-term solution. He provided the analogy of “training wheels” to
assist the new commission with getting its “feet on the ground” and to keep things in action
and working. Captain Thompson noted that a strong Pilot Board ensured the safety of the
Houston Ship Channel, and concluded there were still some negotiations and hurdles to
cross and asked if there were any questions.
Commissioner Garcia commented that he concurred with everything Captain
Thompson reported and noted that the Transition Committee had worked closely with him,
as well as the industry members. He thanked Captain Thompson for his professionalism
and reiterated that a few more items could be hammered out in the foreseeable future. He
also noted that members of the Transition Committee had reviewed a draft Memorandum
of Understanding (MOU) with the help of Mr. Eriksson. He concurred that there had been
back-and-forth discussions with the pilots and their counsel, noting there were still a couple
of points although nothing that could not be worked out. Commissioner Garcia emphasized
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to the full commission that the Transition Committee had been working very hard with the
Houston Pilots on funding, as well as requests for proposals (RFPs). He then suggested
that his fellow Transition Committee members, Commissioners Dyess, Hellyer, and
McKamie, provide comments on the MOU.
Commissioner Hellyer thanked the Houston Pilots and the members of the public
who had come forward to present different views during the Transition Committee
meetings. She expressed her appreciation to the Houston Pilots for coming forward with a
funding model, and concluded by noting that she was comfortable that everyone was
coming together to work out the details.
Commissioner Dyess also thanked Captain Thompson for stepping up to help fund
the Pilot Board and added that it had been wonderful to work with all of the industry. She
also noted that she wanted the Pilot Board to succeed and for the Houston Pilots to be safe
and continue to do what they do every day.
Chairman Campo commented that he would like to echo what had been said
regarding the Houston Pilots stepping up, as he felt it was important to ensure proper
funding for the new Pilot Board. He remarked that it was important to recognize that many
commissions were funded by the people that they regulate and noted at the end of the day
it was about ensuring proper funding was in place so that the Pilot Board could operate and
carry out its numerous tasks, including approving licenses, investigating accidents, and
ultimately arbitrate tariff discussions. He acknowledged the conflict of interest concerns
that had been raised and advised he did not think that was the case based on the history of
how lawyers, realtors, and accountants funded their groups.
Chairman Campo praised the Houston Pilots for coming to the table with the MOU
and commented that the Transition Committee had done a great job with the RFPs and
working through the issues of making a seamless transition from the old Pilot Board to the
new one. He added that the Pilot Board was well on its way to having all of the issues
resolved within the next 90 days, or hopefully by the end of the year, and expressed his
appreciation to everyone involved.
Captain Thompson returned and commented that he still needed to go back to sell
the offer to his group for a vote, after details and negotiations of the MOU were worked
out between the Pilots’ executive board and the commissioners. He noted there were
disagreements surrounding conflicts of interest, as it was one of the larger sticking points,
and asked industry to speak up or forever hold its peace. Chairman Campo commented
that he was with the legislators when the item passed and noted there were several
discussions on funding. He shared that the legislators, the Speaker of the House, and the
Governor advised that funding should be just like any other regulatory body such as
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accountants, lawyers, or real estate brokers. He suggested that Captain Thompson explain
to his group that there was no conflict of interest and it should not be an issue for them.
(b) Chairman Campo called on Vincent DiCosimo to provide comments. Mr.
DiCosimo thanked Chairman Campo for allowing him the opportunity to speak. He also
thanked the Transition Committee for its hard work with the RFPs, as well as the Houston
Pilots for ensuring traffic continued to move up and down the channel.
Mr. DiCosimo commented that the industry supported the funding model for
exactly the reasons Chairman Campo cited. He noted that the funding model was used
throughout industry, as well as for state agencies, and advised it was a very common model,
with no conflict of interest in terms of the way the financial arrangement was put forth. He
further commented that he thought the arrangement provided proper funding, which was
important for going forward, and remarked that it was a terrific outcome given the backdrop
of COVID-19 and other issues that had been encountered this year and the way the matter
was put forth at the state level. Mr. DiCosimo complimented and thanked the Houston
Pilots for their willingness to take on the responsibility, as well as the Transition Committee
for all they had done and would continue to do.
Commissioner McKamie commented that the Pilot Board needed to move as soon
as possible to establish a legislative remedy, in tandem with everything else in motion. He
noted that based on his reading of the Pilot Board statute, there was nothing that addressed
the funding issue and strongly suggested that it be addressed. In response, Chairman
Campo advised that no other agencies had been funded, as the state basically just
acknowledged the regulatory bodies and left it up to the entities to figure out the funding,
noting the model where fees were charged for licenses. Commissioner McKamie
responded that there were one or two pilot boards where funding arrangements were
described in the legislation. Further discussion ensued after which Chairman Campo
concluded that going back to the legislature was moot in his view, and the matter should
be decided at the Pilot Board level and between the industry and the pilots.
(c)
Chairman Campo called on Niels Aalund, West Gulf Maritime Association
(WGMA), Senior Vice President. Mr. Aalund commented that he had enjoyed working
with Captain Thompson and thanked the Houston Pilots for stepping up to get the new Pilot
Board off the ground and running. He recalled several public meetings were announced
after the Transition Committee was appointed, with an opportunity for individuals from
the industry to weigh in. He also noted individual breakout sessions with the pilots and a
significant amount of discussions, that led to conducting a survey, which revealed a clear
consensus that ship owners did not want to pay another fee and felt it would be appropriate
for a professional fee be applied to the pilots. Mr. Aalund advised that the survey illustrated
concern and optimism that the Pilot Board would be good stewards and keep costs down.
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He respectfully requested that the Pilot Board keep expenses down and observe how things
were moving, adding that services and costs could be expanded as needed.
In response to Mr. Aalund’s comment, Commissioner Garcia advised that the
Transition Committee had done its due diligence to find out the costs, develop conservative
budgets, and thoroughly reviewed the RFPs to determine the market prices for items
needed to run the agency. He noted that the Transition Committee wanted to be frugal and
conservative, yet realistic in what it took to run an agency correctly, and ensured it would
be done.
Commissioner McKamie concurred with Commissioner Garcia and added that the
committee looked at the totality of the situation. He advised that the committee was being
very conservative in its recommendations and that there were several costs involved with
running an agency that the Pilot Board needed to be prepared for.
Chairman Campo remarked that he failed to introduce Vincent DiCosimo and the
organization he represented. He noted that Mr. DiCosimo was the Executive Director of
the Coalition for a Fair and Open Port, as well as a senior executive at Targa Resources,
who had been involved in all of the legislation and discussions surrounding the creation of
the new Pilot Board from Day One.
(2020-0922-03)

Staff Reports

(a)
Chairman Campo recognized Captain Woodring to provide a quick update
on the ARC and the PBIRC.
Captain Woodring advised that the PBIRC held a subcommittee meeting and
determined that one of the cases required a full hearing, which was held yesterday. He
noted that he would not go into the details of the hearing, as it was not the right time, and
further noted that the appeal process would begin once the letter was received by the pilot
affected. The proposed findings and recommendations would be brought to the Pilot Board
for approval in the December timeframe.
Captain Woodring also provided a report on the ARC noting there were four
renewals submitted for approval.
Finally, Captain Woodring advised that the Pilot Board reappoints the ARC and
PBIRC membership every year in December. He noted that the current members on both
committees had asked to remain on the committees, as they would like to continue their
service. Captain Woodring noted one change in his opinion would be to allow for someone
else to be appointed chairman, so there was no perception that the Port Authority was
running the committees. He then asked if there were any questions or comments.
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In response to Commissioner McKamie’s inquiry, Captain Woodring confirmed
that Paul Caruselle was still with the PBIRC, after 30 years. Following another inquiry,
Captain Woodring advised that he was appointed as Chairman of the PBIRC by the Pilot
Board and noted he would defer the decision on how to select another chairman to the Pilot
Board. Commissioner McKamie recommended that the PBIRC submit the names of
members to the Pilot Board who were interested in becoming the new chairman to reach a
decision. Captain Woodring advised that he thought it would be best if Captain Gavis as
Secretary reached out to the PBIRC rather than himself, and Captain Gavis commented
that he would be happy to assist. Commissioner McKamie concurred with Mr. Eriksson’s
suggestion to do the same for the ARC, and requested feedback in the next 30-45 days to
make an appointment of the new chairman.
(b)
Captain Gavis also mentioned the recent PBIRC hearing and noted that
investigations had been fairly busy. He reported several minor incidents, including five
within the last month and ten that were waiting on subcommittee review. He noted there
would be another PBIRC subcommittee meeting held in the near future to review the
pending cases.
Captain Gavis reiterated what Captain Woodring’s reported on the ARC, noting the
renewals submitted for approval were the earliest matters for 2021. He advised that next
year would be a busy year with a total of 29 projected renewals.
In response to Commissioner McKamie’s inquiry, Captain Gavis advised that the
incidents had not been reviewed therefore no recommendations had been determined. Most
of the incidents were due to equipment failures on the vessels, which is often something
that cannot be controlled. Captain Gavis assured the Pilot Board that recommendations
would certainly be made following anything the subcommittee and full PBIRC determined
could be done to prevent future incidents. Commissioner McKamie thanked Captain Gavis
and asked if he would send a congratulatory message to Mr. Caruselle for his 31 years of
service.
(2020-0922-04)

Pilot Board Transition Committee Update

Chairman Campo moved to Item E1 on the agenda, and asked Commissioner
Garcia, Chairman of the Pilot Board Transition Committee, to provide an update.
Commissioner Garcia noted that the Transition Committee had been diligently working on
all sorts of issues related to the transition. He advised that the inception of the Transition
Subcommittee was in February 2020, and it included Commissioners Dyess, Hellyer,
McKamie, and himself. Shortly after the committee was formed, the COVID-19 pandemic
hit, which resulted in a delay in business for a few weeks, with working remotely and in
person, to a certain degree.
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Commissioner Garcia advised that approximately 15-20 meetings had been held to
assist with the transition. In the beginning, the Transition Committee’s focus was on
current operations, budgets, best practices, and research on other similar agencies for an
idea on how their pilot business was approached and conducted as it related to staffing,
budgets, and funding.
Commissioner Garcia noted that a significant amount of good information was
received which morphed into creating positions and drafting RFPs for an Executive
Director and Maritime Investigator, and an RFQ for General Counsel. He further noted
that everything had been approved and posted with good and credible submissions on all
positions. Commissioner Garcia concluded by noting very good progress had been made
and the Transition Committee was very confident that the transition would be completed
before the end of the year. He then asked members of the Transition Committee if they
had any comments.
Commissioner McKamie commented that Commissioner Garcia’s summary was
good, which was echoed by Commissioner Hellyer. Commissioner Hellyer also added that
the committee had been working through the issues together and remarked that she thought
everyone would be happy when the final recommendations were submitted.
(2020-0922-05)
Chairman Campo moved to Item E-2 on the agenda and
advised that as a result of not having completed all of the transition work and not being in
a position to sign off on the new structure and strategy of the existing interlocal agreement
that would expire September 30, 2020, the Pilot Board would request that the Port
Authority extend the interlocal agreement through the end of the year to ensure a smooth
transition. He further noted that the Pilot Board would need to approve the
recommendation to bring it to the full Port Commission next week.
Chairman Campo regrettably acknowledged that he failed to welcome the new Pilot
Board commissioners due to the technical difficulties at the beginning of the meeting and
apologized. He also provided a brief background summary noting that the new
independent Pilot Board was a requirement of legislation and the connection to the Port
Authority was solely attributable to providing for a smooth transition. He further noted
had it not been for the pandemic, the business would be done by now. Chairman Campo
advised that during the extension of the interlocal agreement, the Port Authority would
continue to be involved as other constituents were with the Pilot Board, as well as the
Houston Pilots, as they were critical to the transportation infrastructure of the port.
Chairman Campo called for a motion to recommend approval to extend the current
interlocal agreement that would expire on September 30, 2020, to December 31, 2020, at
the next Port Commission meeting, moved by Commissioner Dyess, seconded by
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Commissioner Garcia. Chairman Campo asked if there were any questions, comments or
negative votes; there were none. MOTION PASSED.
The Pilot Board considered each Request for Pilot Board Action (“RPBA”)
attached to these minutes as Exhibit “A.”
(PB-2020-0922-06) RPBA F1 was presented, moved by Commissioner Garcia
for approval, seconded by Commissioner McKamie.
Chairman Campo, and
Commissioners Bechtel, Dyess, Garcia, Hellyer, McKamie, Morrison, Oakley, and Wilson
voted Aye. Nays none. RPBA F1 PASSED.
(PB-2020-0922-07) RPBA F2 was presented, moved by Commissioner Garcia
for approval, seconded by Commissioner McKamie.
Chairman Campo, and
Commissioners Bechtel, Dyess, Garcia, Hellyer, McKamie, Morrison, Oakley, and Wilson
voted Aye. Nays none. RPBA F2 PASSED.
(PB-2020-0922-08) RPBA F3 was presented, moved by Commissioner Garcia
for approval, seconded by Commissioner McKamie.
Chairman Campo, and
Commissioners Bechtel, Dyess, Garcia, Hellyer, McKamie, Morrison, Oakley and Wilson
voted Aye. Nays none. RPBA F3 PASSED.
(PB-2020-0922-09) RPBA F4 was presented, moved by Commissioner Garcia
for approval, seconded by Commissioner McKamie.
Chairman Campo, and
Commissioners Bechtel, Dyess, Garcia, Hellyer, McKamie, Morrison, Oakley and Wilson
voted Aye. Nays none. RPBA F4 PASSED.
Chairman Campo remarked that the Pilot Board was making great progress in
moving forward with the transition given the circumstances with COVID-19. He noted
that he was highly confident that everything would be done by the end of the year under
the great leadership of Commissioner Garcia and his Transition Committee. He also
advised he would bring the interlocal agreement extension to the Port Commission next
week noting that he was confident that it would pass.
Chairman Campo further noted that he wanted to ensure everyone on the call
understood that the sole reason for extending the interlocal agreement was to ensure a
smooth transition for the new Pilot Board and to illustrate that the Port Authority was
supportive of the Houston Pilots. He added that the Pilot Board would continue to be
supportive even after the interlocal agreement was completed and then opened the floor for
any last-minute questions or comments.
Commissioner McKamie recommended all board members obtain a Transportation
Worker Identification Credential (TWIC) card to allow access to the port without requiring

Exhibit "A"
E. GENERAL MATTERS
Subject
2. Authorize and request the Port Commission approve an extension to the
Amended Interlocal Agreement with the Port of Houston Authority regarding the
performance of certain governmental functions and services.
Recommended Action
The Board of Pilot Commissioners for Harris County Ports (Pilot Board), at its September 22,
2020 meeting, authorize and request the Port Commission approve an extension to the
Amended Interlocal Agreement with the Port of Houston Authority (Port Authority) for the
performance of certain governmental functions and services, and further authorize the
Secretary of the Pilot Board to do any and all things in his opinion reasonable or necessary to
give effect to the foregoing.
Category:
Pilot Matters
Department:
Pilot Administration
Staff Contact:
Tyler Gavis
Background:
Beginning in 1923, the regulation of pilot services by the Pilot Board was an adjunct to the
Port Authority’s state-mandated exercise of control over the channels and waterways within
Port Authority limits. The cooperation between the Port Authority and the Pilot Board in
performing their respective functions has been beneficial to both the Port Authority and the
Pilot Board and improved the efficiency and effectiveness of the Pilot Board’s regulatory
efforts. Since that time, Port Commissioners served as Pilot Board members as well.
In order to formalize the cooperation of the two entities, interlocal agreements have been
adopted between them, providing for the use of Port Authority staff time and resources to
assist the Pilot Board in carrying out its duties. Both parties are authorized under the Texas
Government Code Section 791 (the Interlocal Cooperation Act) to enter into interlocal
contracts for such services.
As a result of a new appointment process provided in S.B. 1915 enacted by the 86th
Legislature in 2019, following the resignation of Port Commissioners from the Pilot Board, the
current separately-appointed Pilot Board members have succeeded to its governance.
Staff Evaluation/Justification:
An Amended Interlocal Agreement was adopted on December 11, 2019 by both entities, to
continue the existing cooperative arrangements and permit the newly-seated Pilot Board
members to implement new procedures for carrying out the Pilot Board’s statutory duties,
prior to termination of the agreement in March 31, 2020. The agreement has since been
extended by the parties through September 30, 2020.
At this time the transition process has not been completed, and accordingly the Pilot Board
may seek to enter into an extension, through a date determined by it, of the Amended
Interlocal Agreement with the Port Authority. The extension will permit continued Port
Authority-performance of governmental functions and services on behalf of the Pilot Board,
including use of Port Authority staff, time, and resources, and for the funding of certain
expenses of the Pilot Board.

Exhibit "A"

F. PILOT MATTERS
Subject

1.

Recommendation for renewal of Branch Pilot Commission in and for the
Houston Ship Channel and Galveston Bar: Captain Jeffery B. Locke

Access:
Public
Type:
Action
Recommended Action
The Board of Pilot Commissioners for Harris County Ports (the Pilot Board), at its
September 22, 2020 meeting, recommend to the governor the commission renewal
of Captain Jeffery B. Locke as Branch Pilot for the Houston Ship Channel and
Galveston Bar for a four-year term effective March 27, 2021, and further authorize
the Secretary of the Pilot Board to do any and all things in his opinion reasonable or
necessary to give effect to the foregoing.

Public Content
Category:
Pilot Matters
Department:
Pilot Administration
Staff Contact:
M. Tyler Gavis
Background:
The Application Review Committee (ARC) of the Pilot Board considers whether
applicants meet the statutory and regulatory requirements for pilots on the Houston
Ship Channel and Galveston Bar. Among other things, applicants undergo a physical
examination to determine if an applicant is in good mental and physical health in
order to perform the duties of pilotage on the Houston Ship Channel and Galveston
Bar, and an investigation including a criminal background check and the applicant's
accident history is conducted.
Staff Evaluation/Justification:
Captain Jeffery B. Locke has applied for commission renewal as Branch Pilot for the
Houston Ship Channel and Galveston Bar. The application included proof of continued
education training in Restricted Visibility Navigation for Pilots, Manned Model
Shiphandling, PPU Electronic Navigation System Training, Escort Tug Operations
for Pilots, Post Panamax Vessels: New Challenges for Pilots, Fatigue Management for
Pilots, and a letter on his behalf from the Houston Pilots with evidence of his ability to
enter into a faithful performance bond in the amount of $25,000 payable to the
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governor. After an assessment of his qualifications and he documents filed with his
application, the ARC determined that Captain Jeffery B. Locke meets the requirements
of Chapter 66 of the Texas Transportation Code, Houston Pilots Licensing and
Regulatory Act, Section 66.041, and the Rules and Regulations Governing Pilots and
Pilotage on the Houston Ship Channel and Galveston Bar.
Accordingly, the ARC respectfully submits to the Pilot Board the application of Captain
Jeffery B. Locke for commission renewal as Branch Pilot for the Houston Ship Channel
and Galveston Bar. Such commission is for a four-year term.
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F. PILOT MATTERS
Subject

2. Recommendation for renewal of Branch Pilot Commission in and for the
Houston Ship Channel and Galveston Bar: Captain Rebekah R. Martin

Access:
Public
Type:
Action
Recommended Action
The Board of Pilot Commissioners for Harris County Ports (the Pilot Board), at its
September 22, 2020 meeting, recommend to the governor the commission renewal
of Captain Rebekah R. Martin as Branch Pilot for the Houston Ship Channel and
Galveston Bar for a four-year term effective March 25, 2021, and further authorize
the Secretary of the Pilot Board to do any and all things in his opinion reasonable or
necessary to give effect to the foregoing.

Public Content
Category:
Pilot Matters
Department:
Pilot Administration
Staff Contact:
M. Tyler Gavis
Background:
The Application Review Committee (ARC) of the Pilot Board considers whether
applicants meet the statutory and regulatory requirements for pilots on the Houston
Ship Channel and Galveston Bar. Among other things, applicants undergo a physical
examination to determine if an applicant is in good mental and physical health in
order to perform the duties of pilotage on the Houston Ship Channel and Galveston
Bar, and an investigation including a criminal background check and the applicant's
accident history is conducted.
Staff Evaluation/Justification:
Captain Rebekah R. Martin has applied for commission renewal as Branch
Pilot for the Houston Ship Channel and Galveston Bar. The application
included proof of continued education training in Restricted Visibility
Navigation for Pilots, Brownwater/Bluewater Coordination Course, ECDIS Electronic Chart Display Information System, Manned Model Shiphandling Ultra Large Containerships - Barbours Cut, Legal Aspects of Piloting, Error
Detection & Use of Advanced Radar Techniques in Restricted Waters,
COLREG - Collision Regulations for Pilots, Emergency Shiphandling for
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Pilots, Post Panamax Vessels: New Challenges for Pilots, Escort Tug
Operations for Pilots, Fatigue Management for Pilots, Radar observer
(recertification ), and a letter on her behalf from the Houston Pilots with
evidence of her ability to enter into a faithful performance bond in the amount
of $25,000 payable to the governor.
After an assessment of her qualifications and the documents filed with her application,
the ARC determined that Captain Rebekah R. Martin meets the requirements of
Chapter 66 of the Texas Transportation Code, Houston Pilots Licensing and
Regulatory Act, Section 66.041, and the Rules and Regulations Governing Pilots and
Pilotage on the Houston Ship Channel and Galveston Bar.
Accordingly, the ARC respectfully submits to the Pilot Board the application of Captain
Rebekah R. Martin for commission renewal as Branch Pilot for the Houston Ship
Channel and Galveston Bar. Such commission is for a four-year term.
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F. PILOT MATTERS
Subject

3. Recommendation for renewal of Branch Pilot Commission in and for the
Houston Ship Channel and Galveston Bar: Captain Mark A. Peace

Access:
Public
Type:
Action
Recommended Action
The Board of Pilot Commissioners for Harris County Ports (the Pilot Board), at its
September 22, 2020 meeting, recommend to the governor the commission renewal
of Captain Mark A. Peace as Branch Pilot for the Houston Ship Channel and
Galveston Bar for a four-year term effective March 27, 2021, and further authorize
the Secretary of the Pilot Board to do any and all things in his opinion reasonable or
necessary to give effect to the foregoing.
Public Content
Category:
Pilot Matters
Department:
Pilot Administration
Staff Contact:
M. Tyler Gavis
Background:
The Application Review Committee (ARC) of the Pilot Board considers whether
applicants meet the statutory and regulatory requirements for pilots on the Houston
Ship Channel and Galveston Bar. Among other things, applicants undergo a physical
examination to determine if an applicant is in good mental and physical health in
order to perform the duties of pilotage on the Houston Ship Channel and Galveston
Bar, and an investigation including a criminal background check and the applicant's
accident history is conducted.
Staff Evaluation/Justification:
Captain Mark A. Peace has applied for commission renewal as Branch Pilot for the
Houston Ship Channel and Galveston Bar. The application included proof of continued
education training in COLREG - Collision Regulations for Pilots, ECDIS - Electronic
Chart Display Information System, BRM-P - Bridge Resource Management for
Pilots, Fatigue Management for Pilots, Radar observer (recertification), and a letter
on his behalf from the Houston Pilots with evidence of his ability to enter into a faithful
performance bond in the amount of $25,000 payable to the governor.
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After an assessment of his qualifications and the documents filed with his application,
the ARC determined that Captain Mark A. Peace meets the requirements of Chapter
66 of the Texas Transportation Code, Houston Pilots Licensing and Regulatory Act,
Section 66.041, and the Rules and Regulations Governing Pilots and Pilotage on the
Houston Ship Channel and Galveston Bar.
Accordingly, the ARC respectfully submits to the Pilot Board the application of Captain
Mark A. Peace for commission renewal as Branch Pilot for the Houston Ship Channel
and Galveston Bar. Such commission is for a four-year term.
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F. PILOT MATTERS
Subject

4. Recommendation for renewal of Branch Pilot Commission in and for the
Houston Ship Channel and Galveston Bar: Captain Jason T. Stancil

Access:
Public
Type:
Action
Recommended Action
The Board of Pilot Commissioners for Harris County Ports (the Pilot Board), at its
September 22, 2020 meeting, recommend to the governor the commission renewal
of Captain Jason T. Stancil as Branch Pilot for the Houston Ship Channel and
Galveston Bar for a four-year term effective February 25, 2021, and further
authorize the Secretary of the Pilot Board to do any and all things in his opinion
reasonable or necessary to give effect to the foregoing.

Public Content
Category:
Pilot Matters
Department:
Pilot Administration
Staff Contact:
M. Tyler Gavis
Background:
The Application Review Committee (ARC) of the Pilot Board considers whether
applicants meet the statutory and regulatory requirements for pilots on the Houston
Ship Channel and Galveston Bar. Among other things, applicants undergo a physical
examination to determine if an applicant is in good mental and physical health in
order to perform the duties of pilotage on the Houston Ship Channel and Galveston
Bar, and an investigation including a criminal background check and the applicant's
accident history is conducted.
Staff Evaluation/Justification:
Captain Jason T. Stancil has applied for commission renewal as Branch Pilot for the
Houston Ship Channel and Galveston Bar. The application included proof of
continued education training in Brownwater/Bluewater Coordination Course,
Restricted Visibility Navigation for Pilots, Manned Model Shiphandling - Ultra
Large Containerships -Barbours Cut, Post Panamax Vessels: New Challenges
for Pilots, Escort Tug Operations for Pilots, COLREG - Collision Regulations for
Pilots, Legal Aspects of Piloting, BRM-P – Bridge Resource Management for
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Pilots, PPU Electronic Navigation System Training, Manned Model Shiphandling
of Large Ships with Unusual Maneuvering Characteristics, ECDIS - Electronic
Chart Display Information System, Fatigue Management for Pilots, Radar
observer (recertification), and a letter on her behalf from the Houston Pilots with
evidence of her ability to enter into a faithful performance bond in the amount of
$25,000 payable to the governor.
After an assessment of her qualifications and the documents filed with her application,
the ARC determined that Captain Jason T. Stancil meets the requirements of Chapter
66 of the Texas Transportation Code, Houston Pilots Licensing and Regulatory Act,
Section 66.041, and the Rules and Regulations Governing Pilots and Pilotage on the
Houston Ship Channel and Galveston Bar.
Accordingly, the ARC respectfully submits to the Pilot Board the application of Captain
Jason T. Stancil for commission renewal as Branch Pilot for the Houston Ship Channel
and Galveston Bar. Such commission is for a four-year term.

